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5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER          MAY 2, 2021
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC + WELCOME

HYMN:  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”  (LSB #475)

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! 
Now is the triumph of our King! 
To all the world glad news we bring; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord of life is ris’n this day; 
Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way; 
Let all the world rejoice and say; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Praise we in songs of victory 
That love, that life which cannot die, 
And sing with hearts uplifted high; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
And sing today with one accord 
The life laid down, the life restored; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
(Text C. 1958 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission LSBHymnLicense.net#100014389)

INVOCATION

CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbor as ourself. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION



PSALM READING: (Spoken together, from Psalm 145)
I will exalt You, my God the King; I will praise Your name for ever and ever.  Every day I will praise You 
and extol Your name for ever and ever.  The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
rich in love.  All You have made will praise You, O Lord; Your saints will extol You.  My mouth will speak 
in praise of the Lord.  Let every creature praise His holy name for ever and ever.

HYMN OF PRAISE: (Sung, LSB p. 155)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

FIRST READING:  Acts 8:26-40
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.”  27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,  28 

and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.  29 The Spirit told Philip, 
“Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The eunuch was reading this passage of 
Scripture: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life 
was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?”  35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why 
shouldn’t I be baptized?”  38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down 
into the water and Philip baptized him.  39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.  40 Philip, however, appeared at 
Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

EPISTLE READING: 1 John 3:18-24
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  19 This then is how we know 

that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence  20 whenever our hearts condemn 
us. For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn 
us, we have confidence before God  22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands 
and do what pleases him.  23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to 
love one another as he commanded us.  24 Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this 
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 



SONGS:  Children from Open Arms Early Childhood Center

ECC TEACHER APPRECIATION

HYMN:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  (LSB #549)

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all.

Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball. 
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all.
(Public Domain)

SERMON:  John 15:1-8  “Under the Gardener’s Care”

THE OFFERING

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

HYMN:  “Give Thanks”   (LSB #806)

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One,  
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.   
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One,  
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.



Chorus:  And now let the weak say “I am strong,”  
Let the poor say  “I am rich,”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
And now let the weak say “I am strong,”  
Let the poor way “I am rich,”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us.  
Give thanks, give thanks!
(C. 1978 Used by permission. CCLI #522460)

IN THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION WE BELIEVE our Lord Jesus Christ comes to us with His body 
and blood given and shed for the forgiveness of sins (Matt 26:26-28). In it we are united with him and with the 
whole Church. Baptized and confirmed Christians who believe, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that Christ’s 
body and blood are present in the bread and wine of the Sacrament, who acknowledge their sin, set aside any 
refusal to forgive (Matt 6:15), are sorry, repent (Mark 1:15) and look to Christ alone for forgiveness and strength 
to live the new life, are welcome to eat and drink at the Lord’s table in remembrance of Him. (1 Cor 11:25-
25)  You may register for Communion as the Friendship Folder is passed to you in the pew. If you have any 
questions, please speak to the Pastor or a Lay Minister before communing.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
(Instrumental music during Communion.)

BENEDICTION

HYMN:  “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”  (LSB #813)

Rejoice, O pilgrim Throng! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 
Your festal banner wave on high, The cross of Christ your king. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

With all the angel choirs, With all the saints on earth 
Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, True rapture, noblest mirth. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

Still lift your standard high, Still march in firm array, 
As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till dawns the golden day. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest; 
The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore: 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
(Public Domain)



Meet Our Amazing Teaching Teams
COVID-19 has had its impact on every area of our society this last year and continues 
to do so, including you, our families and Open Arms. One of the ways COVID-19  has 
impacted all of us is the limited contact our staff have had with families. This is a great 
departure from the daily contact our teachers and parents have enjoyed in years past. 
Rest assure the children continue to receive the very best in loving care in a wonderfully 

engaging, safe and Christian environment. Our highly educated and dedicated faculty has a combined total of 
310 years of experience in early childhood education with an individual average of 14 years in our field. Each 
fulltime faculty member is required to complete a minimum of 24 hours of continuing education every year to 
stay current on best practices. 

Infant Turtle and Penguin Room Teachers
Currently the Turtle and Penguin rooms are together and these 4 teachers make 
a great team caring for our littlest blessings. Rose Ann completed her Bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood studies and is the Lead Turtle Teacher. Kayla the lead 
teacher in the Penguin room is an expert in infant care with 7 years of experience. 
Linda is our resident, quintessential, baby loving all around amazing grandma, 
who mainly works in the infant program but takes on a number of other critical 
responsibilities as needed. Elizabeth has many, years in early childhood education, 
functions as an assistant lead teacher and fills in for the lead teachers when they 
are on vacation in the infant program. Elizabeth has also been invaluable with 
administrative duties for the center from time to time. This team is exceptional at   

 knowing each child as an individual, building close connections and relationships and   
 creating a loving and stable environment for them to play,have fun and grow. 

Alligator Room Teachers
The Alligator team is dedicated to creating a loving learning environment for children 
16mo-2 years old. Leah is the Lead Teacher in the Alligator Room and has a Bachelors 
degree with a focus in elementary education, psychology, and music. is on “loan” to 
the Alligators until enrollment increases in the infant department. Thankfully Kaylyn 
is a high school basketball star, she has the speed and stamina to keep all our little 
ones having the best of times as she helps them develop critical fine and gross motor 
skills. returned to Open Arms after completing student teaching and is excited to 
work with the Alligators, she can frequently be seen engaging the children one on one 
and in group activities. 

LEAH  KAYLYN  TAYLOR

Koala Room Teachers
The Koala team cares for children 2-3 years old. Erin, the Lead Koala Room Teacher, 
has a Bachelor’s degree in elementary education with a minor in early childhood 
education. Nancy at her side, they create exciting adventures for the Koalas 
everyday. ‘s children attended Open Arms in its early years and she was a major 
contributor to the success of our school age program this last year. Katie assists 
the Koala team in the early mornings and is also our Kitchen Supervisor, serving 
breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack. 

NANCY     KATIE      ERIN

LINDA      KAYLA     
ROSE ANN      ELIZABETH



Monkey Room Teachers
Katherine, our monkey room Lead Teacher, graduated from Concordia University with 
a bachelors degree specializing in early childhood and has several years as a lead 
teacher. and Ms. Michelle have our Monkeys laughing and learning their way through a 
healthy and happy childhood. Michele is celebrating 15 years of teaching at Open Arms 
(and 35 years teaching overall, how amazing is that?). Together they are a terrific 
team that make a strong learning environment filled with love, fun and growth. 

MICHELLE  KATHERINE

Tiger Room Teachers
Carolyn is the Lead Teacher in our Tiger Room, she has a Master’s degree in teaching 
and a Bachelors in nursing. She has been teaching and working with children for 22 
years. Carolyn developed and led our very successful school age program this last 
year. Tiffany is one of those people who is a very loving individual and when you meet 
her, you will know she was born to care for children. Carolyn and Tiffany are working 
together to create a Christ centered learning environment that prepares children 3-5 
for Kindergarten and beyond! 

CAROLYN   TIFFANY

Giraffe Room Teachers
The Giraffe team continues to meet the needs of our 4-5 year old children in their 
preparation to be “Beyond Kindergarten Ready”. leads the Giraffe team and has a 
Master’s degree in early childhood education.Ethan has been an excellent addition 
this year. Both bring a wealth of education, expertise and experience to create an 
exceptional and unique learning environment. (our resident “Mr. Rogers” who has been 
with Open Arms for 23 + years) can be seen every afternoon with the preschool 
children and in the morning he helps with COVID cleaning requirements and some 
building maintenance projects. 

JOEL  ANDY  ETHAN

Float Teachers
Whitley, is a fulltime mom (what other kind is there), a child and family mental health therapist 
and works part time with Open Arms in the mornings. She enjoys assisting the teachers in both 
the Koala and Alligator classrooms. loves helping children learn through engaging them in planned 
play activities. 

Kate has a bachelors of science specializing in elementary education. She is another amazing Float 
Teacher for Open Arms. works in all the rooms either giving teachers an extra set of helping 
hands or subbing when they are on vacation. always has a smile and a huge heart for helping where 
ever she is needed. She can often be seen engaging the children in play while teaching them values 
as sharing, caring and helping one another. 



Classroom Development Coordinator 

Michelle is a great support and resource to the teachers in child development and classroom 
management. She has a degree in Early Childhood Studies, a NAEYC Director’s Credential and 
over 20 years of experience as a teacher and an owner of a home childcare.  

Health and Safety Coordinator 

Abby provides oversite to food services and ensures compliance with licensing and safety 
procedures. She has over 10 years of experience in the field of early childhood education.  

Center Director 

Dawn has a Bachelor of Science in Family and Child Development from Crown College, 
a NAEYC Director’s Credential, and over 20 years of experience in the field of Early 
Childhood Education as both a teacher and director. 

Chief Business Officer
Randy has a Bachelor of Science in Social Work with a Business Management, 
Child and Industrial Psychology background. He raised two sons who are 
currently in college and has a 20 plus year career as an entrepreneur, owning his 
own sales and marketing company and having built others from their inception, 
including a faith based pre/elementary school. 

Thank you for your prayers and support for each of these staff members as they work diligently to 
serve the Lord and carry out the God given mission of Open Arms to feed His lambs. 



BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday Morning at 10:45 in the Sanctuary
LOOKING AHEAD IN OUR SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS:  “The End and Revelation!”

To access via Zoom.
Topic: Holy Emmanuel - Sunday Bible Study
Time: This is a recurring meeting Sunday’s 10:45am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://fielding-edu.zoom.us/j/3033135695
Meeting ID: 303 313 5695
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,3033135695# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,3033135695# US (New York)
Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C.)

Missional Living Learning Group:
Wednesday check the bulletin for dates at 6:00PM 
Our goal will be to continue the discovery process as to what missional living means;  or, how do we 
become more Christ like in our own zip code.  In the meantime,  if you have any questions please let 
me know.  Blessings, Chuck Squires (612-799-5315 Cell) or squir008@msn.com

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? Simply 
follow the instructions below to select “Holy Emmanuel Lutheran Church” as your charity and activate 
AmazonSmile in the app. They’ll donate a portion of your eligible mobile app purchases to us. 

How it works: 
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone 
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on “AmazonSmile” within Programs & Features 
3. Select “Holy Emmanuel Lutheran Church” as your charity 
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app 



HOLY EMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

201 EAST 104TH STREET
Thursday September 10th
Friday September 11th

Saturday September 12th.

Start saving your items 
for the 2021

Please do not bring 
items to church until 

the last week of August
Thank you!

WORKERS



Dear Faith Community partners,

We asked and you delivered! Our annual March Food & Fund Drive 
was a wonderful success, bringing together hundreds of community 
members in the fight against food insecurity. Collectively, VEAP re-
ceived a total of 148,252 pounds of food, nearly twice our original 
goal of 75,000 pounds! We also raised $322,591, fifty percent more 
than we were expecting. Truly wonderful support for our community 
members in need.

Ten different faith communities officially registered their drives with 
us and and we know many more of you supported us without for-
mally registering. I want to say thank you for your commitment to 
our mission. Because of you all, VEAP’s Food Pantry will be well-
stocked into the warmer months of the year. Truly a win!



OPERATION MATTHEW 25 - FINAL REPORT

THANKS to the generosity of our members, we raised $1,805 for 
VEAP. With the Outreach Match of $1,000 added, a total of $2,805 
was given to VEAP. With VEAP’s purchasing power, they then had 
$22,440 to support their local mission.

Not only did we help VEAP and our community, but the drive allowed Holy Emmanuel 
members to rally around an important mission without exposing any members to 
COVID 19. Thank you again for your generosity and prayers.

WELL DONE HOLY EMMANUEL!

Chuck, Gayle, and John, Your Outreach Committee.

On Sunday May 9th there will be cake in the narthex for Stan 
Cherveny’s 90th birthday. Happy birthday Stan!

Today’s flowers at the altar are given by Stan & Paula Cherveny for their 
67th wedding anniversary. Congratulations Stan & Paula!

A week of tributes to Mom
To celebrate the special woman in your life, use a quote a day the week before Mother’s Day, or honor 
her with tributes the whole week after. Write one of these (or one of your own) on a card, make a mes-
sage into a placemat, tape one to the bathroom mirror — get creative! Every day of the week is a good 
day to celebrate her love and show her yours.

“There is no way to be a perfect mother, and a million ways to be a good one.” —Jill Churchill

“The art of mothering is to teach the art of living to children.” —Elaine Heffner

“An ounce of mother is worth a ton of priest.” —Spanish proverb

“When your mother asks, ‘Do you want a piece of advice?’ it’s a mere formality. It doesn’t matter if you 
answer yes or no. You’re going to get it anyway.” —Erma Bombeck

“The mother’s heart is the child’s schoolroom.” —Henry Ward Beecher

“Mother love is the fuel that enables a normal human being to do the impossible.” —Marion C. Garretty

“Being a mother is learning about strengths you didn’t know you had.” —Linda Wooten



5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                         MAY 2, 2021
John 15:1-8                                         “Under the Gardener’s Care”
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  3 You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you.  4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me 
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

1. What are vines a reflection of?

2. In what way is Jesus our vine?

3. Why is it good news that the Father in our Gardener in Christ?

4. How does Jesus provide us with life giving spiritual sap?

5. Why does some people’s faith die?

6. Why is faith in Jesus so important when it comes to good works?

7. When are we cleansed by Jesus?

8. What does Jesus never do in our relationship with him?

9. What does it mean to remain in Jesus?

10. What begins to happen in our life when we remain in Jesus?

11. How does the Father in heaven prune us?

12. What hope do we have for producing good fruit?


